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Introduction
Bury St Edmunds is a thriving regional centre, situated at the hub of East Anglia. Once a Royal borough,
Bury St Edmunds was founded in approx. 556 AD as the royal capital of the kingdom of the East Angles,
and was originally named Beodericksworth.
The martyrdom of King Edmund in 869AD and founding of a shrine to the saint in 1020AD led to the
name being changed to Bury St Edmunds – ‘the fortified borough of St Edmund’ in 1020AD. Now, as
the first patron saint of England, the shrine of Edmund attracted pilgrims from all over Europe and a great
Abbey was built to contain the shrine. At its height, the Abbey church was the third largest church in
Christendom after Seville and Milan Cathedrals.
Destroyed by Henry VIII in 1539, the Abbey fell into ruins but Bury St Edmunds continued to flourish as
the commercial centre for a large part of the region, and by the eighteenth century was on par with Bath
as to where the gentry would meet and socialise. The Georgian appearance of the town today shows
the wealth and influence of the time although most of the buildings within the ‘Historic Grid’ are medieval
with a Georgian façade applied.
Today, Bury St Edmunds offers 1500 years of history in its streets, squares and alleyways. At the meeting
point of two rivers – the Lark and Linnet – Bury continues to be the focal county town of West Suffolk
and offers great shopping, countless food and drink establishments, culture and recreation including the
Theatre Royal – the third oldest theatre in the UK and celebrating its 200th anniversary this year.
With a core population of 48,000 plus suburbs, Bury is blessed with excellent schools plus the University
of Suffolk campus and West Suffolk College.
Major employers include the County and West Suffolk Councils, The West Suffolk Hospital, Greene King
Brewery, British Sugar Corporation and a whole host of smaller businesses that give Bury a very diverse
and balanced economic base and Bury enjoys a low unemployment rate due to this.
In 2019, Bury was voted the ‘best place to live in East Anglia’ by the Sunday Times newspaper, and
came third nationally to Salisbury and Harrogate.

Abbey Ruins - September 2018
4
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Bury in Bloom
Bury in Bloom is an independent charity run by the Bury St Edmunds Society and has been in operation
since 1986. Bury in Bloom works alongside the local authorities, businesses, community & educational
representatives to enhance the townscape and provide funding and support for various projects each
year and contributes to the well being of the town. We provide projects for all ages and for all areas of
the borough to ensure that the needs and aspirations of the community can be met, bringing people
together to enhance, be inspired and enjoy what Bury has to offer its residents and visitors.
Bury In Bloom is made up of a volunteer committee plus a part time paid co- ordinator who oversees the
application for and raising of funds through sponsorship and grants, and supporting the various projects
agreed by the committee.

Aims and Objectives
To ensure Bury St Edmunds maintains its floral town achievements.
To encourage gardening across the ages from children at pre-school to residents in the towns nursing
homes and to encourage community participation
To raise awareness of environmental issues, bio diversity and sustainability.
To plant and maintain hanging baskets, flower beds and troughs with colourful planting schemes
around the town.
To use sculpture on the town’s roundabouts to tell the history of Bury St Edmunds for all to enjoy.
To work with local councils, sponsors, local businesses and local volunteer groups to raise awareness
of the need to meet these aims for the good of Bury St Edmunds and its residents and visitors.

Team Names and Roles
Robin Burnett
Stephen Moody
Adrian Hall
Rebecca Davis

Chairman
Bury In Bloom Co-ordinator
West Suffolk Council Parks Manager
West Suffolk Council Horticultural Officer
Sue Warren

Jacqueline Burnett Bury In Bloom Secretary
Douglas Beardon Bury in Bloom Treasurer
Elizabeth Clements Certificates of
Merit Co-ordinator
Alison Findlay
RHS
Jean Hardy &
Young Green Fingers
Miriam Johnson Co-ordinators
Pam Fletcher
Busy Green Fingers
Co-ordinator
Babs Postlethwaite Senior Green Fingers
Co-ordinator
Lynda Seldis
Abbey Gardens Friends
Co-ordinator
Martyn Taylor
Bury Society Chair
Michelle Freeman Crafty Foxes Art
Co-ordinator
Madeleine Roberts Bury In Bloom Arts
Project Co-ordinator
Mark Cordell
‘Our Bury St Edmunds
‘BID Manager

Jo Kreckler
Abigail Panks
Damien Parker
Gary Quilter
John Van
Rheede Toas
Greg Luton
Patrick Chung
Jo Sweetman
Carol Street
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Bury St Edmunds &
Beyond Tourism and
Marketing Manager
Greene King
Arc Centre Manager
West Suffolk Council
Leisure &
Cultural Operations
West Suffolk Parks and
Open Spaces Manager
West Suffolk Council
Street Scape Manager
Bury St Edmunds
Town Council
West Suffolk and Bury St
Edmunds Town Councillor
Bury In Bloom
Photographer
Bury In Bloom
Photographer
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St Edmund
St Edmund was an Anglo -Saxon King who ruled the kingdom of East Anglia from 855 AD to 869 AD.
A pious young man, Edmund ruled the area that we today call Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, one
of the original seven kingdoms that made up todays ‘England’
In 869 AD, Danish invaders landed at Dunwich and marched on Beodericksworth to take Edmund
hostage. After refusing to give up his Christian faith and kingdom, Edmund was tied to a tree, shot full of
arrows and decapitated by the invaders, the beheading a symbolic gesture to ensure that Edmund would
not go into the next life at Valhalla – the land of the heroes.
The head od Edmund was thrown into the forest and Edmunds followers searched in vain for the head
to give Edmund a Christian burial. From the depth of the wood they heard a voice crying ‘HIC HIC HIC’
– Latin for ‘HERE HERE HERE’. On following the voice they came across a wolf guarding the Kings
head… Our West Suffolk wolves were well educated in the ancient languages!!!
The head of Edmund was put back with the body and miraculously they reattached. A sure sign of
sainthood… the body of Edmund was venerated and he was canonised and became the first patron
saint of England, only replaced by St George in the 1300’s
The body of Edmund was returned to Beoderickworth in 1016 and the settlement was re named Bury
St Edmunds by King Cnut. The abbey and shrine became the third largest pilgrimage centre in medieval
Europe.
We celebrate St Edmunds Day each year on November 20th, and in 2007, St Edmund was officially
recognised again as a patron saint of England.

The Wolf Sculpture - December 2018
6
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2018 Successes and Achievements

Belfast Award Ceremony - October 2018
2018 was a year of successes for Bury in Bloom under the leadership of Melanie Lesser – the Bury In
Bloom coordinator.
The town won a Gold Medal in the 2018 Large Town category in Anglia In Bloom and the Abbey Gardens
central beds were awarded a Gold and overall
winner of the local Authority floral display
category. Both Nowton Park and the Abbey
gardens won gold medals in the large parks
category. In all, Bury won 12 gold medals in
the 2018 campaign.
Bury St Edmunds was delighted to be the host
of the 2018 Anglia in Bloom awards ceremony
which took place in September at the Apex
venue.
Despite the challenging summer weather, Bury
scooped Gold again at the Britain In Bloom
awards held in Belfast in October.
The recognition of the hard work, dedication
and support from the myriad of volunteers,
suppliers, councils, artists and sponsors
cannot be underestimated. Without such
community engagement and support, Bury In
Bloom would simply not be able to achieve the
successes that it has, and again a huge thank
you must go out to everyone involved.
Melanie Lesser ‘retired’ from her role as coordinator in December 2018 after serving six
years in the role- Bury In Bloom recognises all
of the hard work and enthusiasm shown by
Melanie and the myriad projects and events
set up and run by her.. Thank You Melanie and
enjoy your ‘retirement’!

Norman Tower - Spring 2019
7
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Diary of Events
July 2018 -June 2019
2018/2019
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August
September
September
September
October
October
October
October
October
October
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
December
2019
January
March
April
April
April
April
May
June
June

EVENT
Wood turners create finials for new posts in the Abbey Gardens
Certificates of Merit judging
Busy Green Fingers Judging
Young Green Fingers Judging
Senior Green Fingers Judging
Crafty Poppies workshops
Community litter pick
Howard memorial orchard?
Historic landmarks and poppies workshops
World War 1 trail opens
Blooms in Bury Summer exhibition at Really Rather Nice Gallery
Sensory Garden celebrations
River of Flowers tidy up
Green Flag Status Awarded
Historic landmarks and poppies display in Cathedral
Poppy bollards around town
Station planters replanted
Anglia in Bloom judges visit the town
Fight of peace roundabout it
New watering cart for the Abbey Gardens
Britain in Bloom judges visit the town
St Edmunds Church’s garden make over
Senior Green Fingers presentation
Busy Green Fingers tea party
Anglia in Bloom award ceremony at The Apex
Crafty poppy judging with sponsor Hawksmoor
James More Sculpture completed
Winter Hanging Baskets on display
Young Green Fingers Award Ceremony
Crafty Poppies Award Ceremony
Gold at Britain in Bloom award ceremony
Bulb planting on roundabouts and banks
Bury Water Meadows Group restoration seminar
Bulb planting with Bury Abbey Rotary and Guildhall Feoffment
River Lark Maintenance Work
Dutch Rotary and Bury Abbey Rotary plant bulbs in Abbey Gardens
Renovation work starts on Ouida memorial
River of Flowers tidy up and bulb planting
St Edmund’s’ Day on November 20th
Bury Abbey rotary bulb planting in St Andrews Street planters
New Bury in Bloom Co-Ordinator starts
EVENT
Copse meeting
Suffolk Regiment Daffodil Day Celebrations
River of Flowers Tidy Up
Daffodils in Nowton Park
Angel Hill College’s Project with the RHS
Trees planted around the Borough
Summer Hanging baskets on Display
Abbey Gardens Summer Bedding Planted
Hidden Gardens of Bury St Edmunds
8
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Information on Themes
he colour themes throughout the town have been
designed by Rebecca davis- the horticultural officer
at West Suffolk Council in conjunction with Bury In
Bloom and Woolpit Nurseries.
Woolpit Nurseries have again produced outstanding
baskets for Bury In Bloom and the colours chosen
this year reflect vibrant neon pinks & purples, softer
yellows, white and paler pinks. Different areas of the town have been co ordinated
to ensure a consistent display.
The education theme this year has been the bee friendly planting across the town.
We have held workshops throughout local schools, nursing homes, and commercial
premises promoting pollinating plants and the importance of bees to the food chain.
The bee friendly planting has included the Arc Shopping Centre, West Suffolk
Hospital and a ‘wild’ bee friendly bug hotel and garden in the Abbey Gardens.

St Edmund Sculpture - Spring 2019
9
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A1 - Impact
Abbey Gardens
The Abbey Gardens sit as a green oasis in the heart
of bustling Bury St Edmunds and are a well loved
feature of the town for residents and visitors.
Spanning 14 acres, the gardens sit on the site of
the great Abbey of St Edmund- once the world’s
third largest church.
After the Dissolution, the Abbey site sat derelict
until the early 1830’s when the site was purchased
by the Earl of Bristol. The gardens were laid out by
Nathanial Hodgson who created one of England’s
earliest botanical gardens, based on the Royal
Botanical Gardens in Brussels. Originally, the Great
Courtyard featured concentric circles of planting
but in 1934, the gardens were re laid to the
present island beds to celebrate the coronation of
George VI.

The Abbey gardens today form the centrepiece of
Bury In Bloom and are planted and maintained by
an enthusiastic team of expert gardeners, supported
throughout the year by the Abbey Gardens Friends,
a volunteer group of local residents.
Each year, over 20,000 plants are bedded out in
the spring for the summer displays and 12,000 are
planted for the Autumn and winter displays.
When the new planting is being done, the Abbey
Gardens Friends set up a stall at the Abbeygate
and sell the seasonal plants being taken up to raise
funds for future projects. A long queue forms early
on the day as local residents and visitors always
like buying the excellent quality plants and taking
home an Abbey Gardens souvenir!

Abbey Gardens - April 2019
10
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A1 - Impact
Parkway Corner - The Smile
Bury In Bloom teamed up with Woolpit Nurseries
Ltd and CCG Gardeners to improve the flower bed
at the Parkway / St Andrews Street junction. Bury
In Bloom approached Suffolk County Council to
improve the area and were given funding by the
county to remove the old planting.
As part of our roundabout sponsorship scheme,

the bed was replanted by CCG and Woolpit
Nurseries who now maintain the area throughout
the year.
The planting has been christened ‘The Smile’ by
locals on social media and Bury In Bloom has
received many positive comments from residents and
visitors alike on brightening up this rather busy area.

The Smile - May 2019
11
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A2 - Horticultural Practice
River Of Flowers
The flowers represent a moving body of water and
will add a splash of blue and white to the
roundabout.

Over 400 spring bulbs have been planted on the
Bury St Edmunds ‘River Of Flowers’ roundabout at
Tollgate following a generous donation by Adrian
Bloom of Bressingham Gardens.

At the beginning of this year’s spring season, the
volunteers spent a morning tidying the area and
removing any rubbish; on the back of the spruce
up and fantastic donation, Bury In Bloom was able
to lease to roundabout to a new sponsor – a local
Bury business.

Over £350 worths of bulbs were given along with
15 bags of Scilla Siberica, 12 bags of Chionodoxa
Forbesii and 5 bags of Narcissus Actea.
Volunteers from Bury In Bloom, Abbey Gardens
Friends and West Suffolk Council planted to bulbs
to the designs produced by Adrian, which give this
rather large roundabout a new lease of life.

River of Flowers Tidy Up - April 2019

12

Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and Community Gardening
Ouida Memorial
On a busy junction outside of the town centre
stands a memorial to Ouida, a Victorain novelist
born in Bury St Edmunds. The memorial was
restored during the autumn of 2018 by the Bury
Society and will be planted shortly with bedding and
grasses by Bury In Bloom and West Suffolk Council.

Ouida – real name Marie Louise Ramee- loved
animals and the memorial was raised by public
subscription by the Daily Mirror in 1910 and
provided a horse drinking trough.. the plantimg will
reflect the use of the memorial and will feature a
blue planting scheme.

Ouida Memorial - July 2019
13
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and Community Gardening
Tulips
The bulbs were donated in partnership with the
Rotary as part of their worldwide campaign to
eradicate polio, and brightened up a stretch of the
Gardens throughout the spring.

To celebrate the relationship between the Bury
Abbey Rotary Club and the Dutch Rotary Club of
Tiel, over 700 tulip bulbs- a gift from the Dutchwere planted in the Abbey Gardens by the Friends
group and staff.

Abbey Gardens Tulip Planting - November 2018

Harry Tarpley
work and enthusiasm and added to his collection
of plants by presenting a beautiful buddleia to him.

Harry Tarpley is 8 years old and has severe autism
but with the support of his parents has chosen and
planted up his rear garden for locals to enjoy.

Amongst his planting, Harry has positioned his
collection of dinosaurs to add to the effect.

Bury In Bloom visited Harry and praised his hard

14
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and Community Gardening
Certificates of Merit
A popular project run by Elizabeth Clements on
behalf of Bury In Bloom are the Certificates of Merit
awards.

reviews any enquiries and revisits the premises to
ensure that judging has been fair and that no areas
of the town have been missed by mistake.

A team of over seventy volunteers visit every street
within the boundaries of Bury St Edmunds and look
at the front gardens and public displays of all local
residential and commercial premises. The task
takes place at the end of June and the volunteer
judges visit their designated areas in pairs and in
cognito to ensure fair judging. It is down to the
judges to decide whether the premises are
awarded a Certificate of Merit and these are
delivered on the day. We also have a ‘Highly
Commended’ certificate for those who have
exceeded expectations! This year, over 1470 CoM
were awarded along with over 60 Highly
commended. After the judging takes place, BIB

For the first time this year, and at the suggestion of
‘OurBuryStEdmunds’, a new commercial premises
CoM was produced.

Highly
Commended

THE BURY SOCIETY

caring about Bury St Edmunds

registered charity no. 263230

BURY IN BLOOM

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 2019
AWARDED TO COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES IN BURY ST EDMUNDS
FOR HORTICULTURAL EXCELLENCE

Premier

SPONSORS

PRINTERS | DIGITAL | LITHO

15

104729 Portfolio 2019_Portfolio 2018 16/07/2019 09:37 Page 16

Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and
Community Gardening

NEW
GARDENS
FOR 2019

Hidden Gardens of Bury St Edmunds
Now in its 33rd year, the Hidden Gardens event to
support St Nicholas Hospice is fully part of the
seasonal diary for both residents and visitors alike.
Having raised hundreds of thousands of pounds
for the hospice, the event grows each year and in
2019 over 35 gardens – both commercial and
residential and not normally open to the public,
were opened on June 18th.
Thousands of people took advantage of the good
weather to visit these gardens - some small, some
rather larger, in and around the centre of town, and
admire the hard work. Many hundreds of gardening
questions were asked and answers given, plus
there were plenty of scones and teas available for
those who followed the map to get to see as many
gardens as possible!

Hidden Gardens of Bury
GARDENS IN THE HISTORIC TOWN CENTRE

Sunday 16 June 2019
11am to 5pm
Admission by programme, available in advance from the
Tourist Information Point at the Cathedral Shop, Angel Hill and
on the day from 10.30am at the Hospice Gazebo on Angel Hill

Suggested donation of £5 to support St Nicholas Hospice Care
Are you a UK tax payer? Ask to GIFT AID your donation to add 25%
Event sponsored by

Behind the Scenes - June 2019
16
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and Community Gardening
The Guildhall
A major project for late 2018 was the re-opening
of the Bury St Edmunds Guildhall as a heritage and
events centre. The building is the oldest municipal
building still in original use in England and dates
from the 1300’s.
The project to restore the building and gardens was
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Local
councils, fundraising and the Bury Society.

Bury In Bloom gave a substantial donation and
support to the restoration of the Guildhall gardens,
an oasis of tranquillity in the town centre. The
project included the establishment of a Tudor Knot
Garden, a Sensory Herb Garden as well as general
relaxation areas to support the café.
A team of dedicated volunteers have created and
continue to maintain this jewel in the crown.

Guildhall Gardens
17
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A3 - Residential and Community Gardening
2018
WW1 Trail- Poppies
To commemorate the ending of World War I in
1918, Bury In Bloom, Our Bury St Edmunds and
Crafty Foxes collaborated on a WWI art trail
throughout the town centre. The trail was very
successful and thousands of locals and visitors
walked the trail over the summer and autumn to
view the sculptures and story boards. Crafty
Foxes- funded by BIB- did a project of workshops

and art installations around the town and produced
over 150 poppies to simulate a ‘field of poppies’.
A competition was held and all of the poppies were
displayed at the Apex during October and
November, the project was also supported by
Hawksmoor Investments.

2019
Bee Friendly Art Works
Madeleine Roberts, our artist in residence, has
created an exciting exhibition of bee friendly art
work by local schools which is being exhibited in
the Cathedral Cloisters throughout the summer.
The project picks up on the main BIB planting
project for 2019, and has involved local children of
all ages and taught them the importance of bee
pollination.

Crafty Cycles Art Work
To celebrate the achievements of james Moore, a
bury cyclist who won the world’s first cycle road
race in 1869, the Crafty Foxes art group, led by
Michelle Freeman has completed an art project
using discarded cycle wheels on a theme of ‘ Circle
of Inspiration’ using well known quotes. The display
is currently in the Abbey Gardens and again
workshops were held with local schools,
community groups and businesses to design the
wheels. Over the summer a competition will be
available to try and match the designs to the
quotes and the project will be available to all.

Circles of Inspiration
18
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A4 - Business Areas and Premises
Business Areas and Premises
Bury In Bloom is fully supported by the local
business community through sponsorship of the
roundabouts through to sponsorship of individual
projects.
As always, Bury In Bloom wishes to thank Mark
Cordell and his team at ‘OurBuryStEdmunds’ – the
town centre BID group- for their continued support
and sponsorship of the town centre hanging baskets.
A real feature of the town, and always remarked
upon by locals and visitors, the baskets and
troughs provide a fantastic splash of colour through
the year as Mark also sponsors the winter baskets
as well.
The arc shopping centre has also been keen to be
involved in Bury In Bloom and has this year gotten
on board with the ‘bee friendly’ planting corridor by
planting bee friendly plants in their floral displays..
future plans include beehives on the roof of the
shopping centre. To celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the opening of arc, the team gave away packets
of wild flower seeds to local families to plant up and
publicise the campaign.
Greene King continues to fully support BIB and as
a major employer, is keen to promote the health

Bennett Homes Roundabout
and well being by sponsoring a roundabout and
local projects.
A big thank you too to all of our wonderful
roundabout sponsors, who get involved in the
ideas and planting and maintenance of their areas.
As always, a huge thank you to West Suffolk
Council for their amazing support throughout the
year, without whom BIB would not be able to
provide the magnificent displays. I would also like
to say a huge thank you to Bury St Edmunds Town
Council who support BIB in various ways and to
the individual councillors for their support with
locality budgets and funding.

Arc Centre Planting
19
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Section A - Horticultural Achievement
A4 - Business Areas and Premises
Hanging Baskets
Our hanging baskets continue to be a ‘wow’ factor
around the town, and 2019 has seen an increase
in orders for the baskets due to the hot summer of
last year. We have ordered over 400 baskets on
behalf on local residents and businesses who value
the quality of the baskets produced by Woolpit
Nurseries and the daily watering by the amazing
West Suffolk Council team who can be seen with
their motorised waterer around the town
We have had exceptional support from
‘OurBuryStEdmunds’, both councils and local
businesses and I want to thank everyone for their
continued support.
Following on from a successful trial last year, we
have now produced 50% of the baskets using peat
free compost. The results speak for themselves
and in 2020 we intend to have 100% of our
baskets and planters peat free.

Around the Town - July 2019
20
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Section B - Enviromental Responsibility
B1 - Conservation and Biodiversity
Bee Friendly Town Trail
The major schools project this year is the creation
of a ‘Bee Friendly’plant trail throughout the town to
encourage children to understand the importance
of pollination and to plant bee friendly areas as a
corridor throughout Bury.
Our art projects this year combine the bee trail and
the James Moore sculpture, and by discussing with
local schools their curriculum needs, we managed
to engage 26 out of the 28 schools in the town to
participate in the projects. Bury In Bloom contacted
various local suppliers and Thompson & Morgan
agreed to donate over £400 worth of bee friendly
seeds to be distributed to the schools and nursery
schools.
On the back of positive publicity on the bee trail,
the Arc shopping centre decided to join in with the
trail and they have re planted the public areas of
the centre with bee friendly planting to extend the
trail… future plans by the centre manager include
the possibility of having bee hives on the roof of the
centre offices!
The Abbey Gardens have also joined in the trail by
dedicating a quiet area of the gardens to
wildflowers and leaving the area in a more natural
state to encourage insects.

Young Green Fingers

21
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Section B - Enviromental Responsibility
B3 - Local Heritage
Projects for 2018 – 2019
The design is based on three rows of upright steel
flat sections, twisted 90 degrees in appropriate
locations along their lengths tto depict a rider on
his velocipede. By splitting the image into three
sections, patterns and light come into play and as
the sculpture is viewed by motorist and pedestrians
it ‘moves’ to show the cyclist riding. We intend to
illuminate the sculpture in the late summer.

In September 2018, Bury In Bloom welcomed the
latest addition to our sculpture roundabouts .. the
James Moore sculpture was designed and
constructed by Nigel Kaines.
James Moore was a Bury St Edmunds born cyclist
who won the very first cycle race in 1869, the
130km Paris to Rouen road race was the first
official timed road race and James rode his
velocipede to win the race. James went on to
dominate the sport for many years. The sculpture
was unveiled by James Moore’s grandson John to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the historic win.

The James Moore sculpture joins 6 others located
on various roundabouts in the town and tell the
story of local history, events and residents. In Bury,
we are fortunate to be able to use the
roundabouts for art works with the full support of
both County and District councils. The sculptures
are a striking addition to public art and Bury In
Bloom then engage with suitable planting to
enhance the art.

The sculpture unveiling was attended by the West
Suffolk Wheelers on a selection of vintage bicycles
including some Penny farthings as well as local
schools who participated in projects to mark the
anniversary.

Around the Town - July 2019

22
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Section C - Community Participation
Our educational projects include the engagement
of local schools to plant and learn about pollination
and insect friendly plants…. The Busy Green
Fingers and Young Green Fingers teams contacted
the schools and nursery providers to ascertain
what sort of projects they might like to take part in
and to get the schools fully involved. By liaising with
teachers and the national curriculum, we were able
to produce a questionnaire and use the results to
shape the projects.

As part of Bury In Bloom’s focus on engaging local
schools, community groups and businesses, the
committee met at the beginning of the year to
discuss the 2019 projects. One main theme
developed on which everyone agreed and that was
the formation of the ‘bee friendly’ corridor through
the town.
The various sub committees and volunteer groups
within Bury in Bloom then produced individual
projects to develop.

Busy Green Fingers
The Busy Green Fingers – led by Pam Fletcher, has
engaged with pre school children and local nursery
providers to encourage learning and play around
the theme of planting and growing bee friendly
plants and the importance of these to the food
chain. Each child was given seeds donated by
Thompson & Morgan and certificates and awards
will be given out at the up coming tea party being
held in July. The children grow their own flowers
and vegetables and keep diaries throughout the
season as a learning tool

Busy Green Fingers

Young Green Fingers
Following the same theme of bee friendly planting,
the Young Green Fingers team- led by Jean Hardy
and Miriam Johnson- have engaged with local
schools to learn about pollination and plant up
special areas within the schools… Using seeds and
tools donated by Thompson and Morgan and Bury
In Bloom, the schools have taken on the project
with gusto and have encouraged parents to join in.
The schools consultation concluded that the
project would benefit for a less ‘competitive‘ angle
and so this year we intend to issue certificates and
prizes to all who have taken part.

Schools Working Together - 2019
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Section C - Community Participation
Senior Green Fingers

Due to the retirement this year of the Senior Green
Fingers team, we feared that no projects might take
place during the summer of 2019. We had,
however, a ‘Knight in Shining Armour’ .. Babs
Postlethwaite – an Abbey Gardens Friend volunteer
– stood up and offered to do some projects with
some of the nursing homes in the Town.
Babs has instigated planting schemes at both St
Peters Court and Stradbrooke Court nursing
homes, and introduced a new seating area in the
garden at the latter. With funding from Bury In
Bloom, Babs hopes to expand the Senior Green
Fingers scheme next year and recruit some new
volunteers.

Senior Green Fingers - 2019
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Section C - Community Participation
As a major district general hospital with over 500
beds, the West Suffolk is an important supplier of
health care as well as employment in the town. On
an extensive site in the south of the town, the
hospital sees thousands of patients, visitors and
staff on a daily basis.
In conjunction with Bury In Bloom, the hospital
estates manager - Gary Stannard- instigated a
thorough overhaul of the hospital grounds and
entrances. Keen to be a part of Bury In Bloom,
Gary liaised with the RHS to replant and landscape
the public areas of the hospital and is keen to
continue to develop the estate with the support of
Bury In Bloom.
Hard landscaping and drought tolerant plants have
been used to add texture and interest, and BIB
roundels have been installed throughout the
grounds to highlight our involvement.

Opening of the Hospital Planting - June 2019
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Section C - Community Participation
Abbey Gardens Friends
The Abbey Gardens Friends are an independent
group of volunteers from the local community led
by the chair Alan Jary and co ordinated by Lynda
Seldis.
The group enjoy the facilities of the Abbey Gardens
and are keen to support all of the work and
enjoyment that the area brings.
As a volunteer team, they work alongside the
Abbey Gardens staff throughout the year and work
with West Suffolk Council and English Heritage.
As well as the Gardens, the group offer their
support to BIB with other projects throughout the
town and are always happy to don high viz jackets
and wellies to get stuck in.
In 2020, the town will be celebrating the 1000th
anniversary of the founding of the Abbey, and the
volunteers have joined the Abbey of St Edmund
Heritage partnership to ensure that the gardens are
a focal point for future generations.

Ready for Duty! - July 2019
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Around the Town

July 2019
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BURY IN BLOOM
AWARDS
YEAR

AREA

1987

ENGLAND

WINNER FLORAL TOWN AND
KEEP BRITAIN TIDY TROPHY

RESULT

1988

BRITAIN

WINNER LARGE TOWN AND
ASMER TROPHY BEST
NATIONAL BEDDING DISPLAY

1989

EUROPE

RUNNER-UP GRAND PRIX D
EXCELLENCE

1991

BRITAIN

FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM

1992

BRITAIN

FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM

1993

BRITAIN

FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM

1994

BRITAIN

FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM

1995

BRITAIN

FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM
AND ASMER TROPHY BEST
NATIONAL BEDDING DISPLAY

1996

ANGLIA

WINNER BEST LARGE TOWN

1997

ANGLIA

WINNER BEST LARGE TOWN

1998

ANGLIA
BRITAIN
WORLD

WINNER BEST LARGE TOWN
FINALIST BRITAIN IN BLOOM
WINNER NATIONS IN BLOOM
BEST SMALL TOWN

2000

WORLD

WINNER NATIONS IN BLOOM
BEST SMALL TOWN

2001

ANGLIA

WINNER BEST LARGE TOWN

2002

BRITAIN

FINALIST RHS SILVER MEDAL
BRITAIN IN BLOOM

Anglia in Bloom
Best Large Town
2017

BURY IN BLOOM
AWARDS
YEAR

2003

ANGLIA

BLOOMS SILVER GILT LARGE
TOWN MULCH AWARD BEST
MUNICIPAL PLANTING

AREA

2003

BRITAIN

FINALIST RHS SILVER GILT
CONSERVATION AWARD FOR
WATER MEADOWS

2004

ANGLIA

IN BLOOM BEST LARGE TOWN
SILVER GILT MEDAL
BEST COMMUNITY PROJECT WOODLAND WAYS

2005

ANGLIA

IN BLOOM BEST LARGE TOWN
GOLD MEDAL CLEANEST ENTRY

2006

ANGLIA

IN BLOOM BEST LARGE TOWN
GOLD MEDAL

2007

BRITAIN
ANGLIA
BRITAIN

IN BLOOM FINALIST
BEST LARGE TOWN GOLD MEDAL
RHS BEST LARGE TOWN SILVER
GILT AWARD
RHS PERMANENT LANDSCAPING
AWARD ABBOTS GREEN SCHOOL

BRITAIN
2008

ANGLIA

GOLD AWARD
CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS

2009

ANGLIA

GOLD AWARD

2010

ANGLIA
BRITAIN

IN BLOOM GOLD AWARD
IN BLOOM SILVER GILT AWARD
SILVER ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

2011

Premier
PRINTERS | DIGITAL | LITHO

RESULT

2012

ANGLIA

GOLD AWARD

2013

ANGLIA

GOLD AWARD

2014

ANGLIA
ANGLIA

MIKE AMES AWARD - STEVE BURGESS
SILVER GILT

2015
2016

ANGLIA
ANGLIA

GOLD AWARD
WINNER BEST LARGE TOWN
GOLD AWARD

